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Tea for Two 

 

Composed by V incent Youmans 

 
Arranged by M ike Hext 

 
A Solo Feature for Drum Kit 

An Original Arrangement for Superbrass. 
 

3 :30 Minutes 
 

4 Trumpets 
1 Horn in F 
4 Trombones 

1 Tuba 
1 Drum K it 

 
Trumpet 1 and Trombone 1 parts require improvising skills. 

 

Alternative transposed parts for Eb Soprano Cornet, Eb Tenor Horn, Bb Trombone, Euphonium or Baritone in Treble Clef 
and Eb & Bb Bass in Treble Clef are automatically included in both hard copy and download formats. 

 

If you require additionally transposed parts, please drop me an email at info@superbrass.co.uk 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 



  

 
Vincent Millie Youmans (1898–1946) was an American composer and producer. A leading Broadway 

composer of his day, Youmans collaborated with virtually all the greatest lyricists on Broadway: Ira 
Gershwin, Oscar Hammerstein II, Irving Caesar, Buddy De Sylva and Gus Kahn. Youmans' early songs 

are remarkable for their economy of melodic material: two, three or four note phrases are constantly 
repeated and varied by subtle harmonic or rhythmic changes. In later years, influenced mainly by 

Jerome Kern, he turned to longer free-flowing melodic lines. Born in New York City into a 
prosperous family of hat makers, his early ambition was to become an engineer and he attended Yale 
University for a short time. He dropped out to become a runner for a Wall Street brokerage firm, 
but was soon drafted into the US Navy during World War I, although he saw no combat, while 

stationed in Illinois, he took an interest in the theatre and began producing troop shows for the 
Navy. After the war, Youmans was a Tin Pan Alley song-plugger and rehearsal pianist. In 1927, 
Youmans began producing his own Broadway shows and began publishing his own songs. In 1933, 

Youmans wrote the songs for “Flying Down to Rio”, the first film to feature Fred Astaire and Ginger 
Rogers as a featured dancing pair. The film was a tremendous hit. After a professional career of only 
13 years, Youmans was forced into retirement in 1934 after contracting tuberculosis. He spent the 

remainder of his life battling the disease. 
 

"Tea for Two" is a song from the 1925 musical “No, No, Nanette” composed by Vincent Youmans with 
lyrics by Irving Caesar. It is a duet sung by Nanette and Tom in Act II as they imagine their future. 
It became a jazz standard and was recorded by numerous bands and instrumentalists. Jazz virtuoso 

Art Tatum regularly performed the work and recorded it in 1939. In October 1927, the conductor 
Nikolai Malko challenged Dmitri Shostakovich to do an arrangement of this piece in 45 minutes. His 

"Tea for Two" arrangement, Opus 16, was first performed in November 1928. It was incorporated into 
Tahiti Trot from his ballet “The Golden Age”. Another famous interpretation of the song is Tommy 
Dorsey's cha-cha-cha version, which made the top ten in 1958, and was re-popularized in 2005 by 

adverts for McVitie's biscuits. 
 

Superbrass Music 
Since the start of Superbrass in early 2005, I have strived to commission new original compositions 

and arrangements for brass and percussion. 
Superbrass Music is committed to developing accessible new music for brass of the very highest 

quality. 
Illegal photocopying denies composers and publishers of their rightful revenue. 

A lack of revenue deters publishers from investing in new commissions. 
ALL MUSICIANS suffer the consequences of illegal photocopying. 

The future is in your hands. 
Now that you have the facts, you can help the future of the creative music world. 

 
If you do happen upon any errors please let me know by contacting me personally at 

info@superbrass.co.uk 
Roger Argente / Artistic Director 
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